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Curtis Noyes, and A. Mann, Jr. They said that finding it
impracticable to see Lincoln, they had decided to call
upon Trumbull and ask him to present their views to
the President-elect. Although Trumbull disclaimed any
peculiar knowledge or influence in respect of Cabinet
appointments, they proceeded to make their wishes
known. They said that a division had taken place in the
Republican party of New York, growing out of corruption
at Albany during the last session of the legislature, in
which many Republicans were implicated; that so strong
was the feeling against certain transactions there, that
but for the presidential election the Republicans would
have lost the state in November; and that unless the
transactions were repudiated by the coming legislature
the party would be beaten next year. They did not con-
nect Governor Seward personally with these transactions,
but said that several of his particular and most intimate
friends, whom they named, were implicated, and that If
he went into the Cabinet he would draw them after him.

Trumbull suggested to them that if Governor Seward
went into the Cabinet, as many people considered to be
his due, it did not necessarily follow that he would control
the patronage of New York. Mr. Mann, however, thought
that this would be inevitable. He and Mr. Bryant and
Mr. Noyes expressed the opinion that Seward did not de-
sire to go into the Cabinet unless he could control the
patronage and thus serve his friends. They said they had
no name to propose as a New York member of the Cabi-
net, but they did not want the load of the Albany plun-
derers put upon them, and that if it were so the party in
New York would be ruined.

The purport of this interview was communicated by
Trumbull to Lincoln by letter dated Washington, Decem-
ber 2,1860. Lincoln replied as follows;ld? Do we not enjoy pewoniil
